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The present conditions and issues for supporting the sufferers in the coast

stricken area — A case study of Minami-sanriku Town—
SOCIOLOGY AT TOHOKU UNIVERSITY  HONMA Teruo

Summary
This paper aims to analyse current community care from a perspective of victim support.
Minamisanriku town, Miyagi prefecture experienced a tremendous damage of the Great East
Japan Earthquake. One of the major concerns when shifting from public shelter to emergency
temporary houses was to avoid elderlies dying alone. Since professional workers were limited in
numbers and public nursing care insurance enterprises were retarded, the town focused on the
victims themselves who are well acquainted with their own place and were willing to contribute to
the reconstruction. This victim support has three—layer structure: over 100 townspeople placed in
the base layer, qualified employees such as nurses in the middle and public health town nurses at
the top. It enables precise and quick professional responses even in the situation where few
professionals are available, which is often considered to be a problem of the small local
government. “Patrol supporters” visit temporary houses and listen to people who potentially have
problems. “Residence supporters” are formed by average 74 years old elderlies and they visit
other high-risk people living in the same temporary houses community twice a day, in the
morning and the evening. “Visitor supporter” looks around the houses provided by the local
government. The purpose of placing townspeople in the forefront is to fully reflect their voices in
the project. Minamisanriku town is focusing not only on the short—term impact but also seeking
the way of future victim support system where they can expect the cooperation between the

government’s strength of community and community’s strength of welfare.
Keyword : victim support  life supporter offshore disaster area  victim support center
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