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Victims as Livelihood Support Members in Community Building: From the perspective of
Minami Sanrikuchd, Miyagi Prefecture

HONMA Teruo

The current study reports on how livelihood support members performed their duties with a
concern for others while using their own specialized knowledge as citizens. The study focuses on
livelihood support members involved in community building which is a new support need that arose
during the long period of evacuation. The study which is based on Minami Sanrikuchd, Miyagi
Prefecture, also sheds light on how the staff members were trained through the system design of the
victim support centre.

Citizens who work as livelihood support members become citizens of their regional community
after finishing their work as support staff. We want to demonstrate that although victim support is a
temporary responsibility, support members can become human resources that contribute to the
promotion of social welfare in the region depending on the way they are involved with the work.

[Keywords] the Great East Japan Earthquake, livelihood support worker, victim support
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